Direct Aid Program FY 2023-24 — Sri Lanka
What is the Direct Aid Program?

The Direct Aid Program (DAP) is a flexible and competitive small grants program funded by
the Australian Government and managed through the Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade's
(DFAT) overseas posts. The program aims to support projects with a strong development
focus that complements Australia's broader aid program which contributes to sustainable
economic growth and poverty reduction. DAP projects should promote a distinctive and
positive image of Australia.

Who can Apply?

DAP is available on a not-for-profit basis to legally registered community groups, local non-
government organisations (NGOs), academic bodies, independent institutions, or associations
(projects cannot be submitted by individuals), based in Sri Lanka. The full proposal can only
be applied by organisations that submitted short-listed concept notes.

All projects proposals funded under DAP must:

e Qualify as Official Development Assistance (ODA) (as defined by the OECD).

e Proposals to have a maximum cost of AUD 80,000 and a specified duration of up to
two years.

¢ Be from a legally registered community group or local hon-government organisation

(NGO) academic body, independent institution or association (projects cannot be

submitted by individuals), based in Sri Lanka.

Be received by 09 February 2024, 5 PM (Sri Lanka Time).

The project start date is approximately 1 July 2024.

For further inquiries, contact DAP@slsu.org or +94771454308

To access applications:

o English: https://dap.smartygrants.com.au/COLDAPCN2023-24English
o Sinhala: https://dap.smartygrants.com.au/COLDAPCN2023-24Sinhala
o Tamil: https://dap.smartygrants.com.au/COLDAPCN2023-24Tamil

Preference will be given to projects that address one or more of the following:

¢ Enhance community resilience to the impact of climate change, prioritising
prevention, and risk reduction.

e Support local efforts to strengthen reconciliation and build peaceful and resilient
communities.

e Support efforts to deepen women’s economic empowerment and/or preventing
sexual and gender-based violence.

o Improve disability equity and rights, particularly through support to people with
disabilities.

We will generally NOT fund the following:

Cash grants or micro-credit schemes or projects that involve the return of money
Commercial ventures

Purchase of major assets, e.g. vehicles

Australian or overseas study tours

International travel

Sponsorship of major sporting tournaments or cultural displays that do not have a clear
developmental benefit.


http://www.oecd.org/dac/financing-sustainable-development/development-finance-standards/
mailto:DAP@slsu.org
https://dap.smartygrants.com.au/COLDAPCN2023-24English
https://dap.smartygrants.com.au/COLDAPCN2023-24Sinhala
https://dap.smartygrants.com.au/COLDAPCN2023-24Tamil

¢ The administration cost for the organisation must be less than 10% of the value of the
project. DAP will not fund general salaries, rent, or other overheads of NGOs outside
of the 10% maximum administration cost. Project costs including program staff salaries
related to the project will be funded.

The DAP grants are a competitive process. The selection process involves two steps: first, a
brief concept note is required, followed by a full proposal for shortlisted applications. Please
note that submitting a full proposal does not guarantee a grant and contract with the Australian
High Commission. All applicants will be notified of the DAP Grants Committee's decision.
Successful applicants will then be accepted to proceed to the next stage of contracting,
including a full due diligence process with the support of the Sri Lanka Support Unit (SLSU).
The Australian High Commission reserves the right to accept or reject applications, and its
decisions are final.
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